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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on February 01 , 2006 has been entered. No claims 
have been amended. No claims have been cancelled. No claims have been added. 
Claims 1-57 are still pending in this application, with claims 1, 2, 15, 30, 40, 47, 51, 56, 
and 57 being independent. 

2. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 7-8, 23-24, 52-53, and 56-57 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
invention as now claimed is not disclosed nor rendered obvious in view of the prior art of 
record. As to claims 7-8, 23-24, 52-53, and 56-57, the prior art of record fails to teach 
or suggest, alone or in combination, the recited method, in which an indication of a 
request for text is received in response to an action selected from the group consisting 
of a participant placing the conference call on hold and a participant muting the call. No 
prior art was found that discloses or teaches the limitations of claims 7-8, 23-24, 52-53, 
56-57. 
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5. Claims 7-8, 23-24, and 52-53 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-2, 15, 16, 30, 31, 40, 41, and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Takahashi (JP 10-136327). 

8. In regards to claims 1,15, 30, 40, and 51, Takahashi discloses a method and 
system for conducting a conference call between two or more participants (See 
Abstract), comprising: receiving an indication of a request (e.g. the request is made 
through the changeover made section 8) for text from a participant of the conference 
call who has previously received speech from another participant of the conference call; 
in response to the indication from the participant, converting any speech of the other 
participants of the conference call into text; and sending the text to a device (e.g. 
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display device) associated with the participant from which the indication of a request for 
text was received, the device capable to display the text (See Abstract). 

9. In regards to claims 2, 1 6, 31 , and 41 , in addition to the above, in Takahashi the 
video of the speaking participant is sent to the local participant, this video reads on the 
sending of the identity of the speaking participant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 3-6, 9-1 4, 1 7-22, 25-29, 32-39, 42-50, and 54-55 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takahashi (JP 10-136327), in view of Cohen 
(US 6,501,739). 

11. In regards to claims 3, 1 7, and 32, Takahashi discloses all of claims 3, 1 7, and 
32 limitations, except the method and system, further comprising encrypting the text. 
Cohen, however, discloses the method and system, further comprising encrypting the 
text (See col. 3 lines 41-57 and col. 7 lines 7-15). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to employ this 
feature within the system, as a way of transforming the data into a form unreadable by 
anyone, therefore, ensuring privacy/security by keeping the information hidden from 
anyone for whom it is not intended. 
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12. In regards to claims 4, 13, 18, 29, and 33, Takahashi discloses all of claims 4, 
13, 18, 29, and 33 limitations, except the method and system, further comprising 
sending to the device the speech corresponding to the text. Cohen, however, discloses 
the method and system, further comprising sending to the device the speech 
corresponding to the text (See col. 3 lines 51-57 and col. 7 lines 7-15). 

13. In regards to claims 5, 19, 34, 39, and 44, Takahashi discloses all of claims 5, 
1 9, 34, 39, and 44 limitations, except the method and system, wherein the text 
comprises a timestamp, the timestamp associating the text with speech corresponding 
to the text. Cohen, however, discloses the method and system, wherein the text 
comprises a timestamp, the timestamp associating the text with speech corresponding 
to the text (See col. 3 lines 51-57 and col. 7 lines 7-15). 

14. In regards to claims 6, 20, and 21, Takahashi discloses all of claims 6, 20, and 
21 limitations, except the method, further comprising recording the text at the device. 
Cohen, however, discloses the method, further comprising recording the text at the 
device (See col. 11 lines 56-65). 

15. In regards to claims 9, 10, 25, 26, 54, and 55, Takahashi discloses all of claims 
9, 10, 25, 26, 54, and 55 limitations, except the method, wherein the indication of a 
request for text comprises an indication that a button is depressed on a telephone 
associated with the participant requesting text. Cohen, however, discloses the method, 
wherein the indication of a request for text comprises an indication that a button (key) is 
depressed on a telephone associated with the participant requesting text (See col. 7 
lines 7-15 and col. 11-12 lines 66-20). 
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16. In regards to claims 1 1 , 12, 27, 28, 38, and 46, Takahashi discloses all of claims 
11, 12, 27, 28, 38, and 46 limitations, except the method and system, wherein the 
indication of a request for text comprises an indication that the participant requesting 
text is suppressing transmission of voice media packets to the participant requesting 
text. Cohen, however, discloses the method and system, wherein the indication of a 
request for text comprises an indication that the participant requesting text is 
suppressing transmission of voice media packets to the participant requesting text (See 
col. 9-10 lines 63-8). 

17. In regards to claim 14, Takahashi discloses all of claim 14 limitations, except the 
method, further comprising alerting the participant requesting text that a specific one of 
the other participants is speaking. Cohen, however, discloses the method, further 
comprising alerting the participant requesting text that a specific one of the other 
participants is speaking (See col. 8 lines 56-67). 

18. In regards to claims 22, 35, and 45, Takahashi discloses all of claims 22, 35, and 
45 limitations, except the method and system, wherein recording the text and speech 
comprises recording the speech and text within a central storage unit attached to the 
network. Cohen, however, discloses the method and system, wherein recording the 
text and speech comprises recording the speech and text within a central storage unit 
(See Fig. 2 and storage device 30) attached to the network (See col. 1 1 lines 56-65). 

19. In regards to claims 36, 47, 48, 49, and 50, Takahashi discloses all of claims 36, 
47, 48, 49, and 50 limitations, except the system, wherein the device is a text display 
screen coupled to an Internet Protocol phone. Cohen, however, discloses the system, 
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wherein the device is a text display screen coupled to an Internet Protocol phone (See 
Fig. 1, computers 16, and communicators 10) (Fig. 1 and col. 5 lines 35-60). 

20. In regards to claim 37, Takahashi discloses all of claim 37 limitations, except the 
system, wherein the device is a computer. Cohen, however, discloses the system, 
wherein the device is a computer (See Fig. 1 and computers 16) (Fig. 1 and col. 5 lines 
48-60). 

21 . In regards to claims 42 and 43, Takahashi discloses all of claims 42 and 43 
limitations, except the system, further comprising a communication means for listening 
to the speech, the communication means coupled to the display means. Cohen, 
however, discloses the system, further comprising a communication means (See Fig. 1 
and communicators 10) for listening to the speech, the communication means coupled 
to the display means (See Fig. 1 and computers 16) (See Fig. 1 and col. 5 lines 35-60). 

Response to Arguments 

22. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-57 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

23. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Cruickshank (US 6,816,468) teaches captioning for tele- 
conferences. 
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24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan P. Knowlin whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 

25. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing Chan can be reached on (571 ) 272-7493. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

26. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



Thjuan P. Knowlin 




